CHAPTER VIII

THES  LAST   CRUISE   OF  THE  ESSEX

THE last cruise of the Essex frigate, although an
ill-fated one, makes a story far less mournful than
that of the President. She was the first man-of-
war to display the American flag in the wide waters
of the Pacific. Her long and venturesome voyage
is still regarded as one of the finest achievements of
the navy, and it made secure the fame of Captain
David Porter. The Essex has a peculiar right to
be held in affectionate memory, apart from the
very gallant manner of her ending, because into
her very timbers were builded the faith and pa-
triotism of the people of the New England seaport
which had framed and launched her as a loan to
the nation in an earlier time of stress.

At the end of the eighteenth century France had
been the maritime enemy more hotly detested than
England, and unofficial war existed with the "Ter-
rible Republic." This situation was foreshadowed
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